
Education
Afghanistan has one of the youngest populations in 
the world, making quality education particularly 
critical for the rapidly growing numbers of school- 
aged boys and girls.  As more Afghans attend school 
and seek skilled employment, there is a growing 
demand for textbooks, learning spaces, trained 
teachers, and innovative approaches that prepare 
young Afghans to join the workforce.  From primary 
school to the university level, USAID is strengthening 
processes and institutions  to ensure that all children 
have an opportunity to learn.  

Over 9 million children are enrolled in school 
(including over 3.5 million girls), and public and 
private universities enroll around 300,000 students, 
including around 100,000 women according to the 
Afghan Ministry of Higher Education.

Since 2008: 
USAID printed and distributed more than 170 million 
textbooks to schools. 
USAID trained more than 480,000 teachers. 
USAID enrolled over three million Afghan girls in 
community-based education classes. 

Recent Highlights 

USAID supported the establishment of 8,440 community-based education and accelerated learning classes, ensuring more 
than 171,300 children accessed quality education, representing 53.3% girls. 
Through the Afghan Children Read activity, USAID established early grade reading pilots in Kabul, Herat, Nangarhar, and 
Laghman. 
USAID equipped more than 2,175 teachers, including 708 women, with education professional development training.
USAID trained more than 3,000 school principals and administrators, including 561 women, in basic school management.      
More than 850 women received full-tuition scholarships to study bachelor’s and master’s level degrees through USAID’s 
Promote Scholarship program. 
In partnership with 13 U.S. universities, USAID assisted 11 public Afghan universities to improve existing and establish new 
degrees in the schools of business, medicine, psychology, communications, engineering, information technology, education, 
and agriculture. 

Improving Basic Education 
USAID supports improving the quality of basic education by helping to train teachers, produce quality learning 
materials, distribute textbooks, and by strengthening the Ministry of Education’s ability to administer a nationwide 
educational system.
Supporting Higher Education 
USAID is helping Afghans to pursue higher education and vocational training opportunities that will equip 
them with the knowledge and skills they need to meaningfully contribute to the workforce.
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